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GET  YOUR 
LAW  BOOKS  NOW! 

As  promised,  the  1987  issue  of  School  Laws  of  Montana 
was  received  the  middle  of  November.  You  can  order  a  copy  for 
$8  from  Tom  Simmons,  Purchasing  Agent,  OPI,  State  Capitol 
Room  106,  Helena  59620. 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  ED 
FORMS  TRANSPORTATION  TASK  FORCE 

A  transportation  task  force  of  the  Board  of  Public  Education 
held  its  first  meeting  in  Helena  on  Friday,  November  13.  The 
purpose  of  this  special  task  force  is  to  examine  current  pupil 
transportation  policies  and  practices  and  to  recommend  to  the 
Board  new  policies  to  make  pupil  transportation  more  cost  effec- 
tive while  preserving  safety. 

Chairing  the  task  force  is  Board  member  Tom  Thompson  of 
Heart  Butte.  Members  of  the  task  force  include  Greg  Beach  of 
Beach  Transportation  Co.  in  Missoula;  Jim  Turner,  Superinten- 
dent of  Lewistown  Public  Schools;  Cliff  Steele,  Pupil  Transpor- 
tation Director  for  Butte  Public  Schools;  and  Andy  VanDolah, 
Pondera  County  Superintendent.  Providing  technical  expertise  to 
the  task  force  are  Jean  Pfeffer,  Pupil  Transportation  Coordinator, 
and  Terry  Brown,  Pupil  Transportation  Safety  Specialist,  of  the 
Office  of  Public  Instruction.  Claudette  Morton,  Executive  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  is  providing  administration  to  the  task  force. 

The  task  force  grew  out  of  legislation  passed  in  the  second 
special  legislative  session  of  1986,  which  asked  the  Board  of 
Public  Education  to  "take  steps  toward  administrative  and  struc- 
tural reorganization  of  the  public  school  system  that  would  result 
in  cost  savings  at  local  and  state  levels." 

If  you  have  ideas  regarding  the  whole  range  of  issues  sur- 
rounding the  use  of  school  buses  and  individual  contracts,  contact 
task  force  members  or  Claudette  Morton,  Board  of  Public  Educa- 
tion, 33  S.  Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena  (444-6576).  The  next 
meeting  of  the  task  force  will  be  in  the  early  part  of  1988. 


NEW  GUIDEBOOK  PROVIDES 
SUCCESS  COURSE  FOR  MENTOR 

TEACHERS  AND  PROTEGES 

The  first  year  of  teaching  can  be  a  rewarding  and  successful 
experience,  or  it  can  be  a  year  of  confusion  and  frustration.  Many 
new  teachers  experience  a  successful  first  year  guided  by  accom- 
plished teachers  who  become  their  mentors.  A  new  guidebook, 
Mentor  Teacher  Handbook,  was  developed  by  the  Evergreen  Col- 
legial  Teacher  Training  Consortium  for  the  Washington  State 
Office  of  Public  Instruction  to  help  create  and  support  a  mentor- 
protege  relationship  for  successful  first-year  teaching. 

Designed  for  teachers  working  as  mentors  or  consulting 
teachers  who  provide  assistance  to  beginning  teachers,  the  hand- 
book offers  background  for  understanding  the  mentor-protege  rela- 
tionship and  practical  tools  to  facilitate  the  opportunities  for  suc- 
cess during  the  first  year  of  teaching.  The  handbook  explains 
the  purpose  and  practice  of  mentoring,  including  characteristics 
of  good  mentors  and  their  strategies  for  working  with  beginning 
teachers.  It  also  provides  a  month-by-month  listing  of  activities 
to  help  planning  and  organization,  and  to  coordinate  mentor  and 
school  year  activities.  Classroom  observation  tools,  checklists 
and  mentor-protege  action  plans,  together  with  journal  reprints 
and  a  bibliography,  are  all  part  of  the  package  available  lor 
$13.95  from  the  Northwest  Regional  Educational  Laboratory, 
Office  of  Marketing,  101  S.W.  Main  Street,  Suite  500,  Portland, 
OR  97204.  Prepayment  in  U.S.  currency  (check  or  money  order) 
is  required. 
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NASBE  FOCUSES  ON 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION 

The  National  Association  of  State  Boards  of  Education 
(NASBE)  has  formed  a  national  Task  Force  on  Early  Childhood 
Education  to  unite  public  educators,  state  policymakers,  experts 
in  the  field  and  representatives  of  major  programs  serving  chil- 
dren and  their  families.  The  national' effort  will  include  four  re- 
gional hearings  leading  to  a  major  report  scheduled  for  late  1988. 

Incoming  NASBE  President  Dick  Owens,  who  will  chair 
the  Task  Force  said,  "It  is  time  to  acknowledge  collectively  what 
we  have  known  individually  for  some  time:  to  improve  school 
success  and  life  chances  for  youngsters,  we  must  address  the 
quality  of  services  and  the  appropriateness  of  instruction  for  chil- 
dren before  they  reach  the  public  schools  and  during  the  vitally 
important  early  grades  of  their  school  experience." 

Regional  hearings  will  be  held  during  the  spring  in  Atlanta, 
Boston,  Chicago  and  San  Francisco  to  visit  exemplary  local  pro- 
grams, hear  from  state  policymakers,  local  program  managers 
and  the  public.  The  hearings  also  will  feature  panel  discussions 
involving  groups  of  parents,  teachers,  child  care  workers,  school 
principals,  and  business  and  civic  leaders.  The  final  phase  of  task 
force  activity  will  be  development  of  a  report  which  makes 
recommendations  on  how  preschool  services  and  the  early  grades 
of  public  schools  should  be  restructured  and  on  the  policy 
changes  needed  to  move  schools  in  these  directions. 


STATE  SCHOOL  CHIEFS  ADOPT 
GUARANTEES  FOR  AT-RISK  STUDENTS 

The  nation's  chief  state  school  officers  adopted  a  far-reaching 
policy  statement,  which  calls  on  states  to  assure  high  school 
graduation  for  virtually  all  students  by  the  year  2000  during  their 
annual  meeting,  November  13-17,  in  Asheville,  N.C. 

The  policy,  adopted  unanimously  at  the  Council  of  Chief 
State  School  Officers'  annual  meeting,  includes  guarantees  of  edu- 
cation, early  intervention,  health  services  and  social  services  for 
students  at  risk  of  failing  to  complete  high  school.  The  chiefs 
pledged  to  work  individually  and  as  a  group  to  reduce  signifi- 
cantly the  nation's  dropout  rate. 

The  Council  also  accepted  a  $550,000  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor  to  assist  states  in  establishing  policies  that 
will  promote  the  state-level  guarantees.  Ten  state  education  agen- 
cies will  receive  matching  awards  of  $40,000  to  be  used  to  plan 
and  implement  services  and  programs  for  at-risk  students  with  un- 
met needs. 

Under  the  chiefs'  adopted  policy,  at-risk  pupils  would  be  as- 
sured the  following: 

-enrollment  in  a  school  which  demonstrates  substantial  and 
sustained  student  progress  leading  to  at  least  high  school  gradua- 
tion. 

-integration  of  supplementary  services  with  the  regular  edu- 
cation program  to  enable  the  student  to  progress  toward  gradua- 
tion and  to  graduate. 

-a  parent  and  early  childhood  development  program  begin- 
ning ideally  for  children  by  age  three,  but  no  later  than  age  four. 

-a  written  guide  for  each  student,  prepared  with  student  and 
parents,  which  maps  the  path  to  high  school  graduation. 

To  assist  states  in  implementing  these  and  other  guarantees 
through  legislation  and  regulation,  the  Council  distributed  a 
model  state  statute  for  possible  use. 

The  Council  also  adopted  a  national  survey  report  describing 
obstacles  faced  by  state  education  agencies  in  serving  students 
considered  at  risk  of  failure  and  identifying  model  programs  in 
various  states.  The  report  was  prepared  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Educational  Testing  Service. 


MONTANA  BANKERS  ASSOCIATION 

OFFERS  PERSONAL  ECONOMICS 

PROGRAM 

The  Montana  Bankers  Association,  in  cooperation  with  the 
American  Bankers  Association,  has  developed  a  program  to  help 
Montana  schools  provide  students  with  practical  knowledge  and 
experience  in  personal  economics  in  banking.  The  program  can 
be  applied  to  many  courses,  including  social  studies,  accounting, 
home  economics,  etc. 

Through  the  Personal  Economics  Program  (PEP),  bankers 
make  themselves  available  as  resources  to  make  presentations  on 
the  practical  aspects  of  economics  in  business.  PEP  bankers  are 
equipped  with  tested  materials  and  information  on  bank-related 
areas  of  study,  such  as  the  functions  of  banking  in  the  American 
economy  and  personal  money  management.  Classroom  presenta- 
tions demonstrate  how  to  handle  everyday  personal  economic  mat- 
ters. Bank  tours  are  often  available  to  show  students  the  inter- 
workings  of  banks  and  to  let  them  observe  the  varied  career 
opportunities  in  banking. 

To  arrange  presentations  of  the  PEP  program  in  your 
school,  contact  your  local  banker  or  the  Montana  Bankers 
Association  (443-4121). 


FIRST  STATE-BY-STATE 
EDUCATIONAL  INDICATORS  REPORT 

A  comprehensive  report  of  state-level  indicators  affecting 
educational  achievement  of  students  has  been  released  by  the 
Council  of  Chief  State  School  Officers. 


The  34-page  report,  including  graphics  and  statistical  charts, 
marks  a  key  step  in  an  effort  by  the  chief  state  school  officers  to 
compile  information  systematically  on  the  state's  educational  pro- 
grams and  to  report  that  information  regularly  to  the  public  and 
policymakers. 

This  first  report  in  an  annual  series  focuses  on  demographic 
and  fiscal  background  characteristics  of  the  states  and  the  policies 
and  practices  of  state  educational  systems. 

The  report's  section  on  demographic  characteristics  includes 
information  about  changes  in  school-age  population,  the  urban 
versus  rural  makeup  of  the  population,  per  capita  income,  school- 
age  population  in  poverty  and  educational  attainment  of  adults. 

The  section  on  educational  policies  and  practices  includes  in- 
formation about  states'  policies  on  length  of  school  year,  manda- 
tory attendance,  requirements  for  high  school  graduation,  kinder- 
garten policies,  teacher  certification  and  effective  schooling  pro- 
grams. 

Copies  of  the  report  are  available  by  contacting  Jay  P. 
Goldman,  CCSSO  Public  Information  Officer,  at  (202)  393- 
8161. 


Dec.  17~Board  of  Public  Education,  Helena  (Claudette  Morton, 

444-6576) 
Jan.  25-26--MHS  A  Annual  Meeting,  Helena  (442-6010) 
Jan.  27-29-Mt.  Assoc,  of  Elem.  &  Middle  School  Principals, 

Billings  (442-2510) 
Jan.  28-29--MEIM  Conference:  Elem.  School  Geometry, 

Helena  (Jim  Trudnowski,  Carroll  College,  442-3450) 


MISSING  CHILDREN  INFORMATION 

The  following  is  the  State  Dept.  of  Justice's  most  current  list  of  missing  Montana  children  and  teenagers  (age  17  and  under).  For 
details  on  the  Missing  Children  Program,  call  Bill  Erwin,  Dept.  of  Justice,  Helena,  444-3625.  (PD=Police  Dept.;  SO=Sheriff  s  Office; 
TP=Tribal  Police).  Also,  if  you  are  uncertain  about  the  status  of  a  student  in  your  school  who  is  not  on  this  list,  call  the  Dept.  of 

Justice. 


NAME 

SEX 

RACE 

DOB 

AGE 

HT/WT 

HAIR 

EYES 

STATION 

Barnes,  Vema 

F 

W 

051372 

15 

507/118 

BRO 

HAZ 

Billings 

Burshia,  Roberta 

F 

I 

060171 

16 

506/138 

BRO 

BRO 

Great  Falls 

Donelli,  AnnaM. 

F 

w 

082780 

7 

306/40 

BLN 

BLU 

Dept.  of  Justice 

Husar,  Lorna  G. 

F 

w 

062179 

8 

400/50 

BRO 

BRO 

Choteau 

Kananer,  Lisa 

F 

w 

071970 

17 

507/150 

BLN 

BLU 

Missoula 

Kurtz,  Russell  R. 

M 

w 

061372 

15 

508/125 

BLN 

BLU 

Billings 

Larsen,  Brenda 

F 

w 

022273 

14 

500/110 

BRO 

BLU 

Columbus 

Matt,  Wendy 

F 

I 

052170 

17 

504/115 

BLK 

BRO 

Poison 

Martin,  Jennifer  L. 

F 

w 

011476 

11 

406/49 

BRO 

BLU 

Dept.  of  Justice 

McCarm,  Tina  P. 

F 

w 

051871 

16 

506/110 

BRO 

GRN 

Billings 

McFadden,  Shaun 

M 

w 

102081 

6 

309/37 

BLN 

BLU 

Billings 

McMillan,  Alan 

M 

w 

061270 

17 

504/105 

BRO 

BRO 

Helena 

Morrow,  Patrick 

M 

I 

082570 

17 

504/125 

BRO 

BRO 

Helena 

Pfrimmer,  Tinsley 

F 

w 

061971 

16 

506/122 

BRO 

GRN 

Missoula 

Polesky,  Sarah  L. 

F 

w 

081173 

14 

502/100 

BLN 

BRO 

Billings 

Shoemacher,  Brian 

M 

w 

072870 

17 

506/130 

BRO 

BLU 

Miles  City 

Smith,  Hope 

F 

w 

092572 

15 

501/103 

BRO 

BRO 

Helena 

Smith,  Swan 

M 

w 

042570 

17 

509/140 

BRN 

BLU 

Ronan 

Office  of  Public  Instruction 
State  Capitol 
Helena,  MT  59620 


